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NOTE: The President spoke at 6:42 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. Presi-

dent Roh spoke in Korean, and his remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. 

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Republic 
of Korea: Common Values, Principles, and Strategy 
May 14, 2003 

On May 14, 2003, President George W. 
Bush of the United States of America and 
President Roh Moo-hyun of the Republic 
of Korea held a summit meeting at the 
White House in Washington, D.C. Noting 
that 2003 marks the fiftieth anniversary of 
the U.S.-ROK Mutual Defense Treaty, the 
two leaders pledged to work together to 
promote the values of democracy, human 
rights and market economy shared by the 
people of both nations and to build a com-
prehensive and dynamic alliance relation-
ship for continued peace and prosperity on 
the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast 
Asia.

The U.S.-ROK Alliance 
President Bush and President Roh wel-

comed the fiftieth anniversary of the U.S.- 
ROK alliance and paid tribute to those who 
have contributed to the alliance, particularly 
the Korean host communities and the 
members of U.S. Forces Korea (USFK) 
who have devoted themselves to the de-
fense of peace and freedom on the penin-
sula. President Bush reaffirmed the U.S. 
commitment to a robust forward presence 
on the peninsula and in the Asia-Pacific 
region. The two leaders pledged to work 
closely together to modernize the U.S.- 
ROK alliance, taking advantage of tech-
nology to transform both nations’ forces 
and enhance their capabilities to meet 
emerging threats. 

In the context of modernizing the alli-
ance, the two leaders agreed to work out 
plans to consolidate U.S. forces around key 
hubs and to relocate the Yongsan garrison 
at an early date. President Bush pledged 

to consult closely with President Roh on 
the appropriate posture for USFK during 
the transition to a more capable and sus-
tainable U.S. military presence on the pe-
ninsula. They shared the view that the relo-
cation of U.S. bases north of the Han River 
should be pursued, taking careful account 
of the political, economic and security situ-
ation on the peninsula and in Northeast 
Asia. The two leaders also noted the oppor-
tunity provided by the Republic of Korea’s 
growing national strength to continue ex-
panding the role of the ROK armed forces 
in defending the Korean Peninsula. 

President Bush and President Roh wel-
comed the growing bilateral U.S.-ROK co-
operation on international security chal-
lenges beyond the Korean Peninsula. Presi-
dent Bush thanked President Roh for his 
support on Iraq and welcomed the Repub-
lic of Korea’s decision to deploy medical 
and construction units and undertake other 
efforts to assist with post-conflict humani-
tarian assistance and reconstruction in Iraq. 
President Roh expressed his support for 
U.S. and international efforts to establish 
lasting peace and security in the Middle 
East. The two leaders also reviewed 
progress and cooperation in the war on ter-
ror, noting the contribution of ROK forces 
to Operation Enduring Freedom and Af-
ghan reconstruction. 

To commemorate the fiftieth anniversary 
of the alliance, the two Presidents wel-
comed the convening of forums of experts 
to conduct discussions on the future of 
U.S.-ROK relations and to generate fresh 
ideas for both governments. 



491

Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / May 14 

North Korea 

President Bush and President Roh re-
affirmed that they will not tolerate nuclear 
weapons in North Korea. They noted with 
serious concern North Korea’s statements 
about reprocessing, possession of nuclear 
weapons, and its threat to demonstrate or 
transfer these weapons. They stressed that 
escalatory moves by North Korea will only 
lead to its greater isolation and a more 
desperate situation in the North. 

Both leaders reiterated their strong com-
mitment to work for the complete, 
verifiable and irreversible elimination of 
North Korea’s nuclear weapons program 
through peaceful means based on inter-
national cooperation. They welcomed the 
role played by China at the April 23–25 
trilateral talks in Beijing. They agreed that 
the Republic of Korea and Japan are essen-
tial for a successful and comprehensive set-
tlement and that Russia and other nations 
can also play a constructive role in multilat-
eral diplomacy. While noting that increased 
threats to peace and stability on the penin-
sula would require consideration of further 
steps, they expressed confidence that a 
peaceful resolution can be achieved. 

Noting that the United States and the 
Republic of Korea are the two leading do-
nors of humanitarian food assistance to 
North Korea, the two Presidents reaffirmed 
that humanitarian assistance is provided 
without linkage to political developments 
and noted the need to ensure that the as-
sistance goes to those in need. President 
Bush stressed that North Korea’s nuclear 
programs stand in the way of the bold ap-
proach and the ability of the international 
community to consider comprehensive 
steps to assist the many needs of the North 
Korean people. 

President Roh outlined his Peace and 
Prosperity Policy and President Bush reiter-
ated his support for the process of South- 
North reconciliation. President Bush noted 
that the Republic of Korea has used this 
dialogue channel to call upon the North 

to resolve the nuclear issue. President Roh 
stated that future inter-Korean exchanges 
and cooperation will be conducted in light 
of developments on the North Korean nu-
clear issue. The two leaders reaffirmed 
their commitment to maintaining close co-
ordination between the U.S. and ROK gov-
ernments on this issue as well as in tri-
lateral consultations with Japan. 

Economic Relations 
The two leaders agreed on the impor-

tance of working together to promote pros-
perity in their two countries, in the region, 
and around the world. They agreed that 
Korea’s economic fundamentals are strong 
and expressed high confidence in the pros-
pects for continued increases in trade, in-
vestment and growth in the Republic of 
Korea. President Bush welcomed and sup-
ported President Roh’s commitment to con-
tinued structural reform of the Korean 
economy and his goal of making Korea a 
regional hub for trade, finance, and invest-
ment in Northeast Asia. The two leaders 
agreed that progress on open trade, invest-
ment, and transparency are essential to 
making this hub concept a reality, and rec-
ognized the important role of the private 
sector in this effort. 

The two leaders expressed a desire for 
enhanced bilateral economic cooperation 
and reaffirmed their commitment to resolve 
bilateral trade issues through consultation, 
and agreed to explore ways to further 
strengthen the already close economic and 
trade partnership. Recognizing the impor-
tance of global trade liberalization, the two 
leaders expressed their determination to 
work together to achieve a successful con-
clusion of the Doha Development Agenda. 
The two leaders also agreed to strengthen 
cooperation in the APEC forum. 

Toward a Full Partnership 
Taking note of the one hundredth anni-

versary of Korean immigration to the 
United States, President Bush conveyed his 
deep respect not only for the contributions 
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of Korean-Americans to American society 
but also for the ideals of democracy, peace 
and prosperity realized by the citizens of 
the Republic of Korea. President Roh ex-
tended his appreciation to the U.S. govern-
ment and its people for all that has been 
done to help Korean-Americans realize 
their dreams in American society. 

President Bush and President Roh high-
lighted the importance of increasing bilat-
eral cooperation across a broad range of 
global issues. In this context, the two lead-
ers welcomed U.S. and ROK cooperation 
in the International Thermonuclear Experi-
mental Reactor (ITER) project, in the 
Global Forum on Corruption to be held 
in Seoul later this month, and on other 
efforts to improve the environment and 

combat crime and infectious diseases 
around the globe. 

The two leaders agreed that their fre-
quent telephone calls since President Roh’s 
election in December and their substantial 
discussion in Washington have built a per-
sonal foundation of mutual trust and re-
spect that will enhance U.S.-ROK coordina-
tion on North Korea and other challenges 
in the months and years ahead. President 
Roh thanked President Bush for his hospi-
tality and invited him to make a return 
visit to Seoul at his convenience. President 
Bush said he looked forward to another 
visit to the Republic of Korea. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks at the National Hispanic Prayer Breakfast 
May 15, 2003 

Thank you all. Thank you all very much. 
Sientese. Gracias, Luis. El honor es mio. 
It is an honor to be here again this year. 
I’m so pleased that you would have me 
back for the National Hispanic Prayer 
Breakfast. I’m really pleased this is becom-
ing a tradition in Washington, DC. 

It is important and it is good to begin 
the day with prayer and fellowship. Prayer 
is an opportunity to praise God for His 
works and to thank Him for His blessings. 
Prayer turns our minds to the needs of 
others, and prayer changes our hearts as 
we seek God’s will. 

I want to thank you for reminding the 
Nation and our Capital about an even 
greater source of strength and authority. 
I want to thank my friend Luis for being 
a general in the army of compassion. He 
is what I like to call a social entrepreneur. 

I want to thank the Members of the 
United States Congress who are with us 
today. I see Senator Bill Frist, the leader 

of the United States Senate. Senator Frist, 
thank you for coming. I was told one of 
the leaders of the House, Nancy Pelosi, 
is to be here. I’m not going to try to read 
off every single name of every single person 
in the Congress who may or may not be 
here; I’ll probably skip one and add one 
that isn’t. [Laughter] But let me just tell 
you, I’m honored to be working with them. 
It’s a fine group of our fellow citizens, all 
working together to try to do the best thing 
on behalf of the American people. 

I want to appreciate Gaddi Vasquez, who 
is the Director of the Peace Corps, who’s 
with us today. Donde esta? Hey, Gaddi, 
thank you for coming. 

I think the Mayor is here. Mr. Mayor, 
I appreciate you coming. I’m honored to 
have you here. I always like to tease the 
Mayor about the potholes in front of the 
White House. [Laughter] There aren’t any. 
Says to me he’s doing a pretty darn good 
job.
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